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The Old Order Conference. 

The Old Order A. U. wuheld 
four mile* soiuhwestof Cerro 
(Jordo, III., on Daniel Wagoner's 
farm. 

May 20, 1888, preRching began 
at 10 A. M., by Hinging hymn 
No. 105, prayer, after whiuh the 
second Acta of thu npostles was 
read, from which Q. Long »nd 
A. Ptory united in [i roach nig -h>* 
sermon. At 12 o'clock meeting 
cloaed by tinging and prayer. 
By this time the crowd numbered 
about 2500, and dinner being 
ready, about 1800 partook ol the 
food. The eating teat was 50 by 
90 teesjand contained twenty four 
tablet and accommodated 575 at 
one seating. Theae were well 
waited upon by 48 waiters which 
were directed by Abraham Pith- 
er. 

In the evening they held their 
lore feast in the eating tent 
which wat attended by forty ot 
their sisters, and 450 of their 
brethren. A. Frautz served at 
the occasion. It waa conducted 
in true old order ttyle and doted 
at 12 o'clock p. m, 

Divine services were held on 
Monday, while the preparations 
were completed tor the business 
meeting on the following day. 

Tuesday 22nd, 9 o'clock a. in. 
business meeting opened in the 
pretence of 1000 persons by sing- 
bymn 800, then a statement waa 
made by an elder telling them 
tbe manner in which to proceed 
and the respect owed to their 
aged Moderator, by to doing re 
lieve him ot much tabor and anx- 
iety. 

This was toMtiwed by reading 
the dames of the messengers (del 
egatee). No. 10, John Hershey ; 
3, Jacob Miller; 5, E. Miller ; o 
and 13, J. Kim me) ; 4 and 7, E. 
Fry j 14, D. Baruhart ; 8, N, Ben- 
nett ; 11, H. Edgecombe ; 12, 8. 
Puterbaugh ; 2, M. Montgomery. 
Foreman, A. Flory ; Heading 
Clerk, Aaron Frantz; Writing 
Clerk, J . Cover ; Ass't Writing 
Clerk, 8. Murry. 

Acta 15th wut tli en read by the 
Reading Clerk. Ad exhortation 
given by J. Flory : "Brethren and 
tUterts, we are about to engage 
in one of the moat solemn occa- 
sions of onr lives, let us therefore 
ask for the grace of Qo1 during 
tbia meeting to that it may all 
be to the glory of God and the 
benefit of our souls," 

The reading clerk then read 
the first query, which was as fol- 
lows : Inasmuch as a family is 
reduced to want and beyond self- 
support, and said family appeal 
to the elder of the chnrch and he 
neglects to hear the appeal alter 
a tecond appeal it neglected, 
what shall be done with such an 
elder ? Said elder will subject 
bimselt to the adjoining elders, 
it being considered at a local 
matter, and was sent back with 
relerence to the minutes ot 1888. 

Second query asks for a toll 
report to be placed on tbe tiiin- 
ntet so that all absent members 
may tee what it done at these 
meetings. 

Aus. Send it back because it 
is in direct opposition to previous 
minutes. 

Third query : lias an elder a 
right to say what members shall 
be taken into tbe church or ex- 
pelled without the counsel of tbe 
chnrch f 

Ans. lie has no right. Where 
•nch has been done, satisfaction 
should be made. Shu 1 1 it go on 
the minutes as it stands? Mnr- 
rjr — It should not. It won til be 
a bed influence for onr children, 


showing thorn something fn the 
minutes that in not tolerated iu 
the oharch. Let na keep our 
minutes pure. J. lis rah ey — In a 
few brief remark* he supported 
it, then the Moderator asked, 
"What shall we do with itf 
"Send it back," wan heard all 
around tbe table. It was sent 
back with the answer given. 

Four and seven were the same 
in substance, so they were taken 
together as one and read as fol- 
lows: We petition this A. M. 
to make a change and hereafter 
bold these meetings privately 
and not public. Without any 
discussing the answer wat "We 
see no necessity of making a 
change," 

Fifth. Is it in accordance with 
the gospel to build fine costly 
houses with glass doors, and 
paintings in tbe height of style? 
Ans. No, with reference to 
tome former minutes, and waa 
tent back. 

Sixth. Will this meeting de- 
fine tbe style and cut ot the over- 
coat? 

Ans. We recommend the 
overcoat to be plain, with a cape, 
standing color, withont seam on 
the back and straight out. This 
caused some contusion. One old 
brother asked to have the 
straight cut defined, but no at- 
tention waa given to his ques- 
tion. J. Miller asked, "does this 
include the oil coat?" A broth- 
er replied, "the oil' coat is a gar- 
ment to be worn in tbe rain and 
storm ;" therefore it was consid- 
ered on necessary to apply this 
cut to the oil coat. The above 
named cut was adopted without 
any diacntsion and put on the 
minutes. 

Eighth. Would it not be well 
to adopt the ancient order prac- 
ticed by our lathers by not al- 
lowing the use of carpets in onr 
bouses? 

8. Yost was a strong supporter 
ol this movement urging them to 
adhere to the ancient custom and 
conforming to the decision ot 
the A. M. ot 1827-28. He also 
argued that pride and fashion 
was tbe object in tbeir use and 
they were gratifying to the eye 
sud 'showing the desire ot the 
heart, 

A Frantz opposed the measure 
by urging the comfort they give 
and labor saved lor tbe women 
by their use, and that a plain 
carpet all ot tbe same color with 
out stripes and be used without 
any harm resulting from it. 

After a few more biiet remarks 
Yost yields, and it was tent 
back with tbe following answer : 
A plain carpet may be used. 

Ninth. Taking in considera- 
tion tbe many evils that find their 
way into the church, and tbe 
snares we fall into, would it not 
be well lor this meeting to adopt 
some form ot dresa tor onr child- 
ren ? The answer was read by 
the Heading clerk as follows: 
"Dress plain without lace, t utiles, 
bias pieces, costly apparel, or 
anything that is gratifying to the 
eye." 

B. Yost and J. Hershey urged 
tor a more definite answer. Thit 
would leave tbem to ruffle and 
dress their children a* they pleas- 
ed. As children are in form like 
the adult, why can wc not adopt 
a form ot dress tor children, as 
well aa lor the older person. 

A. Flory and K. Edgecomb 
favored tbe answer. Edgecomb 
made it a teat by aaking the sis- 
ters bow many would dress their 
children in lace and ruffles; one 
honeat sister answered by raiting 


her hand, thee he said "yes, they 


II will." A brother gave an il- 
lustration of the effect of plain 
d resa, A little girl was playing 
with her play metes when she 
was aaked by one ot them : "why 
do you wear that cap?" "because 
ma makes me wear i'" In e 
dress that the child is ashamed 
of their is more harm than good. 
The answer was put on tbe min- 
utes. 

Tenth. Is it right for any 
members to invite families ot 
other denominations into tbeir 
houses, snd extend to them the 
privilege of asking a blessing, 
and leading in family worship T 
Answer : We think it wrong but 
we may be governed by circum- 
stances in such cases. 

J. II. Hershey — "What circum 
stance would justify us. in ex- 
tending an invitation t" A broth 
er said, "When I was young in 
tbe ministry I waa lelt alone to 
hold a meeting. A Metbodiat 
Elder being present and! teeling 
my weakness, I called on him to 
lead in prayer, and the result 
was, in six months alt- 
er he was buried with Christ in 
baptism in our chnrch. 

After a short discussion by a 
few others it was referred to the 
decision given in a previous 
meeting and was sent back. 

Eleventh. Since hue bouses, 
costly apparel, wearing short 
hair, raising and using tobacco is 
a growing evil in our church, we 
petition this A. M„ to adopt such 
rules that these evils may be met 
on their own merits or demerits. 
Ans. The wearing ot the hair 
was referred to Matthew 18; tine 
houses, paintings, and furniture 
were referred to the minutes of 
1666, Art. 27. The use of tobac- 
co has been classed where it does 
not belong. It was then triedon 
J he I olio wing points : the grow- 
iug is an evil, and the excessive 
use is a filthy and offensive hab- 
it. Bro. Davy, "I object, — the 
woid excessive includes too 
much," A little ib not wrong, 
but members should be temper- 
ate in using it. A brother from the 
tobacco regions aaid, "Be careful, 
It it a God- given plant and ahonld 
npt be destroyed, — it it our prin- 
cipal support." 

A brother tram tbe south : 
"Yon have but a few chewera 
and smokers here in compariton 
with the North Carolina mem- 
bers. It is nothing unusual to 
aee both brethren and sisters 
smoke and chew en the streets, 
or in the churcb, and spit the 
amber on tbe floor or wall as is 
most convenient from their po- 
sition, and make it very incon- 
venient, offensive end filthy lor 
themselves and others. In his 
closing remarks he atked tbe 
qnettion : "Is it according to the 
Gospel to chew or smoke ?" 

After an hour or more of dis- 
cussion and several changes sug- 
gested by striking out the word 
excessive and trying to make it a 
test of fellowship, the Moderator 
aaid: "What thai) we do with 
it T" "Table it," by a doze* or 
more. "Are yon ell ratitfied V 
"No," from one or two. Again, 
-Vwbat shall we do with it?" 

A Bro. — All the argument has 
been on one tide. It anyone has 
anything to say on the other, now 
is the time. We don't want the 
impression to go out that we 
treated this aa a one-tided affair. 
Again, "what shall we do with 
itf "Table it," came from 
ell the different parts of the 
tent. It was then tabled. Tbia 
caused great confusion, tome be- 


ing enthusiastic over their vic- 
tory ; others vexed at tbe defeat. 
This i lusted the meeting with 
the exception o< some local bus- 
iness. 

N. Demi, 
Per J. ^ E. UbMT. 
Cerro Gordo, III. 

Proceeding* of State Convention 

of Md., Va., and Beaters Pa., 

Held at St. Jnmew, Md., May 

19th, 21st and 22nd, 

1888. 

SATURDAY, MAY I* 

Pursuant to a call of Committee appointed 
bv th* National Conference of ths Brethren 
church at Ashland, Ohio. Is 1SKT, for a State 
Convention for Uie purpose of doing gsneral 
work for the promotion of the now of Christ, 
the churches of Ms ry laud, Vlrtlnla and Eas- 
tern Pennsylvania convened el 81. James, 
Md., May Id. 

The Convention was opened by singing, 
reading part of the 110th Psalm, and prayer 
by Bro. E. B. Shaver of Va., followed by an 
address of weloomc from Bro. I. O. Bowman, 
pastor at St. James, responded to by R. B. 
Shaver. 

On moiien of fL B. Shaver, P.S, Newcomer 
was called to the ohalr pro feat, and T. J_ 
Fahrney, Secretary. 

The follow log commute* on permanent 
organisation and on program, waa appoint- 
ed: ID. Bowman, K. n. Shaver, /.. H oopp, 
D. Nlnlnger, L> P. Orossulcltle, The commit- 
tee nominated tbe following : T. J. Fahrney, 
President; K. H. Shaver, Vice- President; 
L. P. Grosanlekle, Secretary ; Z. H. Uopp, 
Ass't See. 

PROGRAM OF WORK. 

1. Pastoral Work, - J. D. McFaden. 

2. Ev angel Istlo Work, E. B. Shaver and 
J, D McFaden, 

:i. Sunday School Work, /, H. Copp and 

Dr. Reich ard. 
4. Temperance, *- J. D. McFaden. 

"i. w omen '■ Rights in Church Work, 

K. B. Shaver and C. N In Inner. 
t. Chnrch Government, I. D. Rowmsn. 

T. Slater's Society of Christian Endeavor, 

Laura E. N. Groasnickle. 
a. Method of receiving members from other 
churches, A. Coat, U KJnker, E. it. shivrer. 
V. Gospel method ol on I n 1 ■ 1 ng offl cere In tb e, 
church, O. ainker aud A Cost. 

10. Burial Service, - - A. Cost. 

11. The commute* earnestly petition Ihle 
convention to place one or more even gel 1st* 
In the Seldof Md. Va. and Pn„ and to decide 
upon the best method of raising fund* tn puy 
the expenses of such evangelist. 

12. The committee recommend a question 
bos. 

On motion of A. Coat, Uie report of com- 
mittee wssadopled. . 

The question, "Who are legal voters," waa 
suited. Answer, "All member* of the Breth- 
ren churcb, aud those who may be Invited to 
lake pari in the deliberations of the conven- 
tion, 

on motion of I. D. Bowman, Bro. File waa 
Invited to take part In the proceedings of 
the convention. 

On motion of Bro. E. B. Shaver, it was de- 
rided that tho voting be done by ayes and 
nays. 

On motion of I. o. Bowman, It was decided 
that the convention meet on Monday and 
Tuesday, st 9 o'clock A, M., and a o'clock 
P.M. 

On motion of E, B, Bhaver, J. D. McFaden 
waa aaatgued the subject of H. H. C. E., with 
Laura Grossnickle. 

On motion of E. B. Shaver, J, D. McFaden 
was excused from speaking on Pastoral work 
until Monday, 

On motion of L. p. Orosanlckle, the work of 
tbe program waa deferred until Monday. 

On motion of J . D, McFaden, II was decided 
to open the sessions of this convention by 
re I Igiou* *er v iocs. 

On in ■ >ile ii ot E, B. t haver, the convention 
adjourned , after singing and prayer. 
MONDAY, M AY«. 
Convention opened by singing, and prayer 
by Bro. ltlnkrr. 

On motion of J. D. McFaden, Bro. Simon 
Long wss Invited to participate In the work 
of convention. 

Minutes of Saturday's proceedings read 
and approved. 

The question, "Why not call this meeting 
a conference Instead of convention," was 
presented. On motion of J. D. McFaden, 11 
was decided ths 1 tbe members be allowed to 
call it whatever they choose. 

J. D. McFaden moved Uiat we take up the 
College question tomorrow at 10 o'clock. 
Amended by aubatltuttng 1 o'clock, bet voted 
down. 

On motion of J, D. McFadsn, it was decided 
to take up the College question at 1 o'clock 
tomorrow. 

On motion and adoption, tbe regular or- 
der of the program waa taken up, 

J, D. McFaden took the floor on Pastoral 
work. Reargued that It Is tbe psaturwduty 
to work In i he pulpit, but be moat practice 
what he preaches, to do ■noceaaful work ; 
that pastoral visiting should generally be 
accompanied by prayer and earnest plead- 
ing; that the pastor's work is In Uie pulpit, 
th* bom* and the study ; that Uie best method 
1* the Gospel method. Its then read from 
J Tim. Iv. I loS verse, and Acta xx IStl. 

E. B. Shaver followed, agreeing with Bro. 
McFaden, but thought It also necessary for 
ths whole church to help the pastor ; that 
Uie pastor's visits to bis parishioners should 
be frequent, and lhat bis Hie should accord 
wilii IiIk preaching ; that he should study his 
•ongrsgaJ Ion so as to know their weak and 
strong put mi. ; (bat he ahonld not ha com- 
pelled lo alien d to chnrch work, ontslde of 
his pastors! wi.rk. sud that l* should devote 
hut whole time to the ministry. 

I. D. Bowman mid, "There are too many 
laay preachers,— lasy preachers mean laxy 
ahnrclirs, «nd vice v. ran, alive preacher* 
mean alive c hurt has. 

E. Klnlugsr thought himself agullty party 
but knew II to be alt wrong. He read and 
Corinthians, 5 : 1 to Js versos, sjsoS:! lo.lt 
verses. 

X. B. Shaver t bought all 
oarsfpjly prepared and etodud 


J. D. Mefadsn t bought pastors should be 
changed whenever it be considered for the 
hatter. He desired to be put upon record M 
favoring ths itinerant system subject to ap- 
proval of pastor snd chnrch. 
Dr. Rslchsrd endorsed Bro. McFaden s views. 

Bro. Rlnker thought .here has been too 
much burden put upon tbe shoulders of the 
pastor-. 

On motion ot E. B. Shaver, a resolution of 

Bro. MoFsden"* was passed "Resolved that 

w* favor the Itinerant system, subject to th* 
approval qf pastor and people." 

A second resolution from 4. D. McFadsn 
was passed — "Whereas, we believe an ex- 
change of preacher* during the year would 
refresh both preacher and people, therefor*, 
Resolved, that we recommend congregations 
to allow their pastors lo exchange pulpit* 
during ths year at such 11m* as they may 


The following resolutions were ail 
Resolved, that pastors, ministers and evaa. 
gel 1*1* of tb* Brethren church carry with 
them a church letter from the home church, 
laid latter to be renewed annually. 

Resolved, lhat Uie queaUon In th* box bo 
disposed of. 

Resolved, that Bro. Coup take charge of 
question, box. 

The question, "Is a full meal essential to 
salvation t" was tabled. 

On motion of Dr. Roichsrd, lb* convention 
adjourned. 

NOON BEBtUON. 

Convention opened by singing hymn 1(1. 
Tbe subject of evangelistic work was taken 
np. Bro. ■. B. Shaver thought an evangelist 
should learn as soon as poaslblo the kind of a 
congregs Hon to whom bs has to preach, and 
tbeir beliefs, and should be governed in his 
preaching accordingly, preaching such ser- 
mons as bs may think best adapted to tbe 
cong rtga lion. TJ i at b a should vlalt,' admon- 
ish and persuade men to come In Christ ; that 
the whole church should make special effort 
with IU* evangelist ; that the Brethren 
church nesds an evangelist, because she has 
nothing but ths Gospel and It Should be 
spread. 

Bro. McFsden endorsed what Bro. Shaver 
had said, and further said that an evangelist 
has the sdvsnlage of the pastor In revival 
work, because he is a new nan and as a rule 
can draw better crowds ; that we need evan- 
gelists beoana* we have more congregations 
than paalon, 

Bro. Nt Dinger endorsed what tbe brethren 
bad said. 

On motion of Bro. Bowman, It was decided 
lhat No, 11 of the program be discussed lo 
eonnestlon with No. 3, 

J. D. Ho Fad en moved Uiat we employ an 
evangelist. 

I. D. Bowman urged tb* necessity of ap- 
pointing an evangellsi- 

E. B. shaver rsad a letter from G. A. Coppi 
of Va-, orgbug the convebUon toappolntan 
evangelist, sud promising financial aid and 
other asMlstance. 

Bro. McFaden addressed the convention , 
making a grand appeal for an evangelist. 

Motion to appoint an evangel Is I unani- 
mously adopted. 

A motion fiom E. B. shaver that a com- 
mittee be appointed to suggest, a plan for 
raising funds to support an evangelist was 
passed, snd th* following committee ap- 
pointed : Benjamin Fahrney, Joseph Em- 
mert, Edward Nlnlnger, J. K. Oopp, and J. D, 
McFaden. 

Bro, Emmert was excused and Bro. Henry 
Podcn be rger appointed In his place. 

Bro. McFaden nominated E. B. Shaver gg 
evangelist, and Bro. Shaver returned the 
compliment by nominating J, Ii. McFaden. 

K, B. Shaver waa unanimously sleeted to 
lb* evangelistic field. 

A collection waa taken op for the building 
of a church in Philadelphia. While It was 
being taken up, by me 270 was sung. Collec- 
tion amounted to #20. 

Subject No. a Sundsy School work was 
next taken up by Z, B. copp. 11* regards ths 
Sunday Scbool as the chief auxiliary of the 
church, and thinks lessons there learned are 
beneficial In after life. He thinks a superin- 
tendent ehould have bis whole heart in the 
work, and that all christians should us* 
tbeir influence for the success of ths Sunday 

Mask 

Bro. Bale hard followed with ad earnest and 
el oquAn t argument In favor of Sunday School 
work ; that each child should be taught to 
realise that Christ is his personal Savior; 
that It ahonld be the effort of the teacher to 
alrengUien the child's faith ; that good music 
In the school would b* an lndoosmeht to otb. 
era to come ; Uiat (vary christian should 
make an effort to be present whenever pos- 
sible. He urged the necessity of thorough 
preparation of Uie lesson on tb* part of the 
teacher. 

Bro. Long was sorry that the brethren had 
triad to prove by Scripture thai Sunday 
schools were right. 

lit. Rclehurd admitted that he could not 
prove It in «x press words, bntreetarded Itas 
a means to a worthy snd, and consequently 
right. 

J. D. McFaden followed with sums remarks 
and stated that oot ol ft members in the 
Philadelphia eh arch, 3) were added in the 
last eighteen months from th* Sunday School 

Subject No. *. Temperance was nail taken 
np, Bro. MoFsden compared alcohol lo a 
serpent and favored puluoglbe beel upon It 
aiid crashing out It* lite. 

No. -i. Woman's rights In chnrch work 
discuss ed- 
it, B. snaver said that woman was the first 
lo preach th* doctrine of the resurrection, 
while the men hsd returned to their occupa- 
tions: th-t woman has s scrlptuni right to 

reach, quoting from ths acrlplures 


from the 

sag liters shall prophesy," 


Ipturee, "Your 
etc; that If a 


woman has no right to preach, why com- 
mand her to have Iter head covered when 
praying and prophesying. 

Bro. ulnkersald that woman has a saving 
power. 

Bro. McFaden claimed that man and wom- 
an are eqnal. 

Bro. Uohg could not understand why so 
much distinction is made between man and 
woman, thee* being nu scripture for it. 

Bro. Bowman believed thai woman has tb* 
right to do sll kinds of church wurk ; ihatahe 
baa ths right tu work wherever and st what* 
*v*r sn* has the requisite qualifications and 
that sb* has equal right* with sun. 

Tlis question, "la It necessary for woman 
lo have an artificial covering T" was 41s- 


1. II. Bowman argued (hat It Is not essen- 
tial to salvation that "w* bavs no such 
custom*." 

Dr. Raichs rd snd T.J. Fahrney mads s 
tow rarnarfca. 

Bro, McFaden was not In favor ol an arti- 
ficial covering. H* regarded 1 1 as an an el* n t 
custom, and not blading. 

Bro. Shaver favored a covering, also atro. 
riluluger. 

Bro. Shaver said that some of the bast 
sender* sgn* thai it should bs an artificial 
oovarlug. Discussion closed , 

On motion coaferenee closed with prayer 
by E. B. Shaver, and adjourned. 
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